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First, I want to say that I am here not as 

a spokesman for any party or entity or orga-
nization or group. While I have held elected 
positions I am here, just like you, a citizen 
(only a lot older and a little grey in the 
hair). 

I want you to know too, that I am neither 
a fan of nor a practitioner of personal deg-
radation when discussing issues. I find it a 
sad trend in our politics. So you won’t hear 
it here from me. 

I admire the way Casey Baux persisted; his 
gracious and helpful demeanor should ben-
efit us all today. The way Casey helped this 
event become reality is really, how ‘‘polit-
ical things’’ get accomplished. Your teachers 
are also to be commended and the adminis-
tration. 

It is a misnomer to be labeled pro war. 
Frankly, I don’t understand how anyone 
would take that position—but there comes a 
time when despots who have the blood of 
hundreds of thousands of people on their 
hands have to be stopped. 

In the early decades of the 20th century, 
the Turks annihilated the Armenians. They 
asked the world for help, but got virtually 
nothing. When Hilter was determined to wipe 
out the Jews, he referred back to the fact 
that no one remembered the Armenian geno-
cide. 

Saddam Hussein wiped out the Sumerians. 
The culture no longer exists. 

When he lost the 1991 war he agreed as a 
condition of his surrender to disarm Iraq. He 
would not. And that is what generated this 
war. 

A million Iranians are dead because of Sad-
dam, 8000 Kurds we know, his own people 
were gassed to death and his tortures and 
barbarity continue unabated by inter-
national disgust. 

It is always easier to do nothing. You know 
that. But while we stand by, hundreds of 
thousands of people are being tortured and 
killed. 

Our country moving off the path of diplo-
macy that it has traveled so long, personally 
touches me. My brother in law and family 
live there, in the ‘‘Scud Box’’ zones of Sad-
dam. We speak almost daily about what they 
will do. But they’re some of the lucky ones. 
They can leave when it gets too close.

I hold simple yet solid beliefs that one can 
make a difference. I have learned through 
experience, my own in high school, and with 
students over the years since, that given op-
portunity and information you make good 
decisions. 

I came today because my family has been 
deeply wounded by war. I lost two uncles in 
WWII. My Uncle Wallace was one of the first 
Wyoming casualties when the USS Houston 
was sunk. The Japanese took prisoner the 
other when he was a year older than some of 
you. Orral survived the cruel Battan Death 
March. He was brutally tortured, bayoneted, 
and his gold tooth removed, left alone and 
died on the compound dirt. 

My family can never forget the horror of 
war, because it touched us personally. 

Yet, in 1960, President Eisenhower chose 
one of our large fossil fish to be the National 
Gift of the American People of the Japanese 
Emperor Hirohito. When our family sat at 
the kitchen table to discuss whether we 
should accept the offer given the damage to 
our family, My Father showed us what cour-
age and forgiveness was about in an eloquent 
explanation of War and the difficulty of cre-
ating peace over time, one family at a time. 

The kitchen table was my great spring 
board, because there we were all allowed our 
own thoughts, ideas, solutions we were ac-
cepted, though often confronted by solid de-
bate and fact. I hope you have a kitchen 
table, a family that talks and listens for that 
is the beginning which you carry to friends 
and school and business and life. 

You can be empowered to change public 
policy or to maintain our policy. The system 
is simple and works. 

Assure we practice mutual respect in our 
politics because we are largely citizens in all 
phases, from citizen legislator to citizen sol-
dier. 

I urge you to view and digest the remark-
able objective coverage of the Free American 
Press. And seek out the press worldwide. One 
is always more enlightened by seeking dif-
fering views and information. 

Be skeptical, but avoid the despair of cyni-
cism. They are very different things. 

Question. Ask questions. And listen. 
Seek out all sides and all sources before 

you find your view, and know it may have a 
spectrum as wide as Wyoming and change as 
often as Wyoming’s weather. 

Travel. Travel the country, but more im-
portantly travel the world. You will be en-
lightened as to how well off we are. 

Trust. 
Trust that you will find your own truth 

about these difficult times. 
Trust that you will be alright. 
Trust that just like those around you now 

as family, teachers, police, forest rangers, on 
and on up the system that Americans in 
leadership positions are decent, honest, and 
caring—for you, our country, and others. 

Know this too, from NY Democrat Charlie 
Rangel, of the U.S. Congress; when asked 
about his criticism of the President and pol-
icy days before the war he said: ‘‘That’s what 
I am elected to do! But let me tell you, when 
that flag goes up, I salute, I’m there.’’

When at war observe that partisan politi-
cians cease their partisanship, that parents 
and brothers and sisters of soldiers, and avi-
ators, and sailors find solitude and prayer to 
comfort their fear and the choking that 
comes in the night from knowing that one’s 
child is defending, by fighting with their life, 
one nation, one people, made up of all the 
peoples of Earth. 

And I close my comment with a quote from 
my favorite non-warrior Mahatma Gandhi. 
Said in 1931, ‘‘Peace and disarmament are 
not matter of reciprocity. When real peace 
and disarmament come, they will be initi-
ated by a strong nation like America irre-
spective of the consent and cooperation of 
other nations.’’

Thank you.

f 

NATIONAL TARTAN DAY 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, today I rise 
to commemorate the fifth anniversary 
of National Tartan Day. While it is ob-
served on April 6 of each year, I make 
this recognition today because the Sen-
ate is not expected to be in session on 
that date. I want to remind my col-
leagues that the resolution which es-
tablishes National Tartan Day was 
Senate Resolution 155. It passed by 
unanimous consent on March 20 of 1998. 

As an American of Scottish descent, 
I appreciate the efforts of the individ-
uals, clan organizations, and all the 
many other groups who were instru-
mental in generating support for the 
resolution. These groups worked dili-
gently to foster national awareness of 
the important role that Americans of 
Scottish descent have played in the 
progress of our country. 

The purpose of National Tartan Day 
is to recognize the contributions that 
Americans of Scottish ancestry have 
made to our national heritage. It also 
recognizes the contributions that Scot-

tish Americans continue to make to 
our country. I look forward to National 
Tartan Day as another opportunity to 
pause and reflect on the role Scottish 
Americans have played in advancing 
democracy and freedom. It is my hope 
that this annual event will continue to 
grow in prominence, with ceremonies 
and activities similar to those that 
have been held over the past few years. 
Scottish Americans have helped shape 
this Nation. Their contributions are in-
numerable. In fact, three-fourths of all 
American Presidents can trace their 
roots to Scotland. 

In addition to recognizing Americans 
of Scottish ancestry, National Tartan 
Day reminds us of the importance of 
liberty. It honors those who strived for 
freedom from an oppressive govern-
ment on April 6, 1320. It was on that 
day that the Declaration of Arbroath 
was signed. It is the Scottish Declara-
tion of Independence. This important 
document served as the model for 
America’s Declaration of Independ-
ence. 

In demanding their independence 
from England, the men of Arbroath 
wrote, ‘‘We fight for liberty alone, 
which no good man loses but with his 
life. ‘‘ These words are applicable today 
to the heroism of our American vet-
erans and active duty forces who know 
the precious cost of fighting for lib-
erty—a fight that is taking place at 
this moment as a coalition of military 
forces seeks liberation for the people of 
Iraq. 

Senate Resolution 155 has served as a 
catalyst for the many States, cities, 
and counties that have passed similar 
resolutions recognizing the important 
contributions of Scottish Americans. I 
would like to thank all those groups 
and individuals who have continued the 
work of reminding the world of the 
stand for liberty taken on April 6th al-
most 700 years ago—in Arbroath, Scot-
land. A call for liberty which still 
echoes through our history and the his-
tory of many nations across the globe. 

I believe April 6 can also serve as a 
day to recognize those nations that 
have not achieved the principles of 
freedom which we hold dear, and which 
we are fighting for even now. The ex-
ample of the Scotsmen at Arbroath—
their courage—their desire for free-
dom—still serves as a bright beacon 
today. 

f

ANDEAN COUNTERDRUG 
INITIATIVE 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
want to take a moment to express 
some concern to the Appropriations 
Committee about the report language 
that was included regarding the supple-
mental request for the Andean 
Counterdrug Initiative. The Senate re-
port indicates that the committee con-
siders their funding of the President’s 
request as a downpayment on funding 
for the next fiscal year. 

I would like to ask the committee to 
reconsider taking this position without 
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